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( Foreword ]

What makes ordinary men and women,extraordinary is when they
had to face very difficult circumstances and come out of them with grit and
courage, Smt. Lalitha story is one such. In the erstwhile Princely State of
Hyderabad, eighty percent of the land was in the hands of less than 5% of
the population. The Land holders were called Paighas, Samsthanams,
Jagirdars, Deshmukhs, Sardeshmukhs, Desais, Sardesais, Makhtedars and
Zamindars. These people had various executive powers and some had
magisterial powers. All these people used to collect land revenues which
was the main source of income for the Nizam. The revenue was shared
between the big land holders and the Nizam. All the crops were dependent
on rains. Rest of the population who used to cultivate lands of the big land
holders were share croppers, tenants or their servants. 90% of the population
lived in poverty thereby making them docile to the inhuman demands of the
big land owners. The land owners used all sorts of inhuman and cruel methods
to collect the revenue from the peasantry, even when the crops failed. In
such circumstances, taking inspiration from Marx and Lenin, a communist
movement was started in India. In Telangana, it was headed by Sri. Ravi
Narayan Reddy, Sri. Baddam Yella Reddy etc.

Sri. Ch. Rajeshwar Rao as a young man in 1940’s joined the movement.
He married his first cousin Smt. Lalitha in the year 1944. While rest of India
was liberated on August 15" 1947, Hyderabad was still a Princely State
under the Nizam. The communist organized a guerilla warfare across
Telangana to fight against the big land owners and distributed land to the
tillers. The communist movement was brutally crushed by the inhuman police
of the Nizam. The communists had also to face Razakars a private army
created by lttehadul Muslimeento fight along with the Jagirdars for the creation
of a separate Hyderabad State. In those circumstances, Sri. Ch. Rajeshwar
Rao went underground and participated in the movement. Smt. Lalitha stood
by her husband in those extremely difficult times wherever he went. She
never complained about the difficulties of underground life nor decided to go
to her parent’s place. Wherever the movement took her, from Hyderabad to
Chanda in Maharashtra, she went along. During the underground movement,
living in disguises, the family with two small children had to face lot of
hardship and penury. She also gave her gold ornaments to her husband so
that they could continue underground life. Eventually, she was also Jailed.
Now read the story of how an ordinary woman became an extraordinary

woman.
P.Varaprasad Rao
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